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Upper Paleolithic / Later Stone Age
Palaeoart




2 Upper Worlds

(sky world celestials &  star world)
(Great Spirit, tutelary spirit)

Upper (Milky Way Star) World
Life-Giver <—> Death-Giver

creator beings spirits of the dead
dream into being return-to-home 2 Middle Worlds

landscape, all > dormant, incubating — (th isworld & parallel, ghost worlds )

life forms pre-emergence

interconnected ‘negative capability’

using sacred power (inverse power)

2 Lower Worlds

(underground world & water world)
(spirit animals)

waterhole quicksand
(generativity) (vortex, abyss)

Meme #4 Upper Paleolithic / LSA: Mythic lli

Shamanic, ‘Laurasian’ (M. Witzel)
6 Worlds Shamanism (Soul Journey, Soul Retrieval), Mother-of-Animals, Master-of-Animals
Cave/waters as emergence place; UP(E) arrays of female and male spiritual transformations




UP(E) GEOMETRIC SIGNS

Three categories of UP(E) painted and incised images:

* Animals
 Humans (less than 10% of sites)
* Geometric signs

‘147 out of 170 sites in France

70% of sign types remained in use over 25,000 year and no
sign appears everywhere, so conscious decisions; were
culturally meaningful; and if they did have significance they
were being used to convey information. By Magdalenian
repeated pairings and larger configurations occur’




DIVINATION:

UP(E) GEOMETRIC SIGNS
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Deciphering Upper Paleolithic (European) Geometric Signs

Part 1: The Basic Graphematics

Summary of Discovery Procedures
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Examples of Paired Signs - A. Leroi-Gourhan
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The Upper Paleolithic (European) ‘Rosetta Stone”: Paired ‘Tri-line’ and ‘Branch’ Signs
Lorthet tri-line and branch, serpent and birds and newly hatched chicks
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‘Flow’ Signs: Tri-Line, Undulating Meander Line, and Zigzag (series of running angles or chevrons)

L: Romanelli, Final Epigravettian, ‘core meander with two main branches marked with running angles symbolizing water'.

C top: Altamira tri-line. 'meanders traced in the clay with a toothed instrument and an engraved hind’

R top: Ardales horses with tri-line meanders, ‘wavy lines water symbolism’.
C bottom: Altamira, 'meanders in clay and the head of bull at right within meander’.




‘Branch’ Signs: = ‘sprout, emerge, give birth, hatch, grow out of, grow, unfold, unfurl branches, ramify, branch’




‘Branch’-Signs

'Chinese' horse, Lascaux Axial Gallery




‘Contact, Cleave’ Sign: Single and multiple ‘Darts’ and ‘Stroke Lines’

= ‘Contact, cleave to, feel irrupting spirit energies within, be pregnant, gestate, double, split within,
disrempt, die, be wounded, killed, sacrificed, be set apart, cross into the separate or other world’




‘Contact, Cleave’-Signs: Single and multiple ‘Darts’ and ‘Stroke Lines’

(also Y-signs and 2 bi-lines and grid on neck horse 58, possibly bi-line on 61)

= ‘Contact, cleave to, feel irrupting spirit energies within, be pregnant, gestate, double, bifurcate, disrempt, die,
be wounded, killed, sacrificed, be set apart, cross into the separate or other world’




‘Contact, Cleave’-Signs: Single and multiple Darts, Stroke Lines, Xs and Bi-Lines

(also ‘breath’” marks and possibly tri-line or paired X — tri-line)




My body is a spirit.

The character is intended to represent the body of a bear, with
a line across the body, signifying one of the most powerful of the
sacred Man‘idos or spirits, of the Midé’ wiwin or “Grand Medicine
Society.”

LRSS I am about to walk. A
Bear spirit, talking. The lines upon fthe back indicate lis

spirit character.

Anishinabe (‘Ojibwe’), Algonquian. Midewiwin medicine society chant (on birch bark scrolls)
Anishinabe singers provided song translations of pictograms and shamans/precepts later provided explanatory comments,
top: White Earth, Minnesota, bottom: Red Lake




‘X’-Signs, Chinese Rock Art

Gongxian, Sichuan, China depicts a fisherman and fish, the latter with three Xs on its body, which may have a
meaning still in use today: "very large!”

or possibly more likely the X-like character component found in the Chinese characters for yi (cut, mow, shear);
ydo (oracle line, sacrificial meat); and sha (kill).

In hieroglyphic Egyptian the generic determinative "X" signifies "break, divide, cross"




‘Contact, Cleave’-Sign: ‘Bi-Line’

L: Le Placard 1 double line; R: 5 pairs of double lines, 1 single line. Reindeer antler fragment. Solutrean.

Gimbutas M. decodes European Neolithic bi-lines as "progressive duplication,
doubling, pregnancy, twinning, abundance, the power of two.”
Semiotic Interpretation: James Harrod




‘Contact, Cleave’-Sign: ‘Bi-Line’

= ‘Contact, cleave to, feel irrupting spirit energies within, be pregnant, gestate, double, bifurcate,
disrempt, die, be wounded, killed, sacrificed, be set apart, cross into the separate or other world’
L: Chauvet, horse with double line marking

R: La Plleta (Malaga), 'painted pregnant mare with sequence of double wound marks, each set made at a different time'.
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‘Bi-Line’

= ‘Contact, cleave to, feel irrupting spirit energies within, be pregnant, gestate, double, bifurcate,
disrempt, die, be wounded, killed, sacrificed, be set apart, cross into the separate or other world’

La Madeleine engraving on bone.




Bi-Line and X’s on Serpents: Contemporary, Bihar, India
Utchet Madhabhani, Bihar, India. 20th Century.
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Aurignacian ‘vulva-seed’ (‘uterus womb’, ‘teardrop’ ) signs
L: Castelmerle, Dordogne H: 97.4cm. R: A Abri Cellier; B Abri Blanchard; C La Portel; D Bédeilhac; E Arcy-sur-Cure; F Ussat; G Les
Combarelles; H Pech Merle; | Altamira; J El Castillo; K La Mouthe; L: El Castillo; M Ussat; N Isturitz.
Drawings: Patricia Reis after A. Leroi-Gourhan; see also Gimbutas M. ‘Monstrous Venus’. 1981: Fig. 1 and 2.
Interpretation: Marija Gimbutas, ‘cosmic womb’, ‘source of the waters of life’, ‘of the sprouting of life’, and ‘giving of birth’
James Harrod, ‘teardrop’ shape, ‘source of all sorrow and joy of life’, compare converse gendered Egyptian Atum who emerges from
primordial sea as a mound (benben) and from own seed makes air and moisture, Shu and Tefnut, and from own tears creates humanity.




‘Center’-sign = concentric circles, with holes or without




Center? Branch!
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Contact!

Upper Paleolithic (European) Geometric Signs
Semiotic (‘Logic’) Square, The Basic Grapho-Semantic Hypothesis

Gesture Movement-Forms symbolizing “Center inward!...Contact irrupting spirit energies!...Branch, grow!...Flow!”
Following A-J. Greimas’ method of structural semantics, | allocate UP(E) graphemes by mutual inter-definition

of shape according to an Aristotelian Logic Square




Upper Paleolithic (European) Geometric Signs: Expanded Grapho-Semantic Hypothesis

Identification and allocation of graphemes after cross-mapping against Mary LeCron Foster’s (1978, 1986, 1990) lexicon of ‘primordial

language’ (PL).

mother, breast v
infant, nourish  +

Center!
concentrate, take in

essence
self-possession

80A

ancestor,
origin
first, source

V()

Unfold! Emerge!

nise, grow, change
happen develop, strive
intend, do destiny, shape

« cupule, dot ,&é’-é

affine

double, -
abundance, pair,
power of two

penis

womb zl
sleep

g —(-.
v/

circle back, from
center

o ¥
X v

bifurcate, split, cleave, double
plentitude, wealth, flay (wound, kill)

o
s

strike through, stand
spint being

sway, tremble

unfurl

branch, blossom
sprout

flow, stream
river, sap

mn

@ spiral, curl, arc

exuberance

€,

hold tegether, bind, twin

move back and forth
nght/left side

Contact! Cleave!

£b

protrude, bulge,
pregnant, surge,
awe

rain, drip, overflow

55 w

flood, pour out undulating movement

bend round, pursue, sea

Flow!




Paired X-Branch and ‘The Alphabet” of UP(E) Geometric Signs (Chevron, Branch, X, Circle)

L: Le Placard, Magdalenian, pairing branch and X signs

R: La Madeleine, Magdalenian, Signs Representing the Four Sign Clusters of UP(E)
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Reading Upper Paleolithic (European)
Lorthet tri-line and branch, serpent and birds and newly hatched chicks
The Lorthet engraving says:

"Break out of your shell, hatch, be born, newly alive, striving to take shape, branch out, blossom, ramify with
spring thaw life! and then follow the undulating self-movement of life, wise in the ways of danger, filled with
the animating spirit of life in all three realms (upper, middle and lower)!"




Reading Upper Paleolithic (European)

The Lascaux Chamber of Felines engraving says:

“Stand, contact your piercing wounds; listen to the spirit lion speaking to you, breathing over you, with
healing and power! My body is a spirit; and my body is your body, spirit lion. Ibex knows; all these realms are
spirit realms, Above, Below, and this Middle World, irrupting spirit energies within you as in these worlds.
Feel lion spirit, ibex spirit and bison spirit energy irrupt into your life. Receive it, as | am offering my spirit to
you. This is the heart of your sacrifice. Cleave to your wounds, and heal!"




Lascaux Chamber of Felines, X and Il signs

Some renditions of the Chamber of Felines do not show clearly the X with line to Tri-Line in Leroi-Gourhan’s rendition. Before
dismissing the image as a projection, here’s another X plus Tri-line from the same section of Lascaux

(frame from film: Lascaux Revisité 1989)




Reading Upper Paleolithic (European)

La Vache, Final Magdalenian, paired bi-line and chevrons on eagle bone

The La Vache engraving says:
“Separate, distinguish your other half, your higher power, cleaving to irrupting spirit stallion energy, feel

your gestating inner abundance! and then flow with self-moving spirit energy, wind-like, stallion-like, radiant
with light! This is the spirit stallion speaking.”




Reading Upper Paleolithic (European)

Les Trois Freres , Bear with circles (dots, cupules), chevrons or rays, and breath-lines

The Les Trois Freres engraving says:

“Center inward, drawing into yourself, like a hibernating bear, into your self-nourishing, and generative potency!
and then come forth, as in spring thaw, manifesting your powers, radiantly! This is the bear spirit speaking,
breathing over you with healing."




Reading Upper Paleolithic (European)

El Castillo, Middle Magdalenian, group is about 40 inches wide. ‘Female signs in red, a male barbed sign in black’,
Leroi-Gourhan A. 1967. Treasures of Prehistoric Art: fig 63)

The El Castillo painting says:

"Center inward and access the vulva-womb-seed source of yourself! the origin of your fertile, luteal power! and
then emerge, sprout, branching out, opening your heart, blossoming, unfolding with new life!”




Reading Upper Paleolithic (European)

May be read in a similar way as the El Castillo composition




Reading Upper Paleolithic (European)

Saint-Marcel pendant. Oval containing 3 concentric circles and branching tree-shape. Middle Magdalenian

The Saint-Marcel pendant says:

“Center back inward, center into and from yourself, your core seed essence and tree of life, in each of its three
worlds, Upper, Middle, and Lower! and then emerge anew, growing out of yourself, opening to the light and
destiny of your luxuriant unfolding life!"




Tue big tree in the weddle of the earth.

Trees incloanra represents the worlid as visihle from o miven

spol ot observation—Laorizon,

Big Tree in the Middle of the earth, the axis mundi, the center and support of the universe

Anishinabe (‘Ojibwe’), Algonquian. Midewiwin medicine society chant (on birch bark scrolls)
Anishinabe singer provided song translations of pictogras and shaman precept later provided explanatory comments,
Red Lake, Minnesota




Reading Upper Paleolithic (European)
L: Mas d’Azil zigzags and branch tree.

"Emerge new born, let your life unfold, branch, blossom! and then flow, letting your life stream forth like spring thaw
waters, feeling the rising sap, green juice, within and within all living things, veriditas!"




Burial with Grave Goods, Germain-la-Riviere, France,
\ET-LETETIET!

e 15,570+200 kya
* Young adult female
* Grave goods include a

necklace of 71 perforated red
deer canine (majority young

stags) (source probably northern
Spain)
(also 1 hind canine; steatite bead, shell, ochred

bison skull and split reindeer antler near stone
structure)




Burial with Grave Goods, Germain-la-Riviere, France,Magdalenian, ~15.6 kya

47 teeth have geometric markings (40 clear, 7 less precise), 23 no markings
Markings have traces of red ochre




‘Stroke’-signs, ‘X’-signs and Combis, Germain-la-Riviere, France,Magdalenian, ~15.6 kya




‘X’-sign, ‘Stroke’-sign, ‘Asterisk’-sign, ‘Tri-Line’, ‘Pi’-sign and Combinations,

Germain-la-Riviere, France,Magdalenian, ~15.6 kya




Comparison of Germain-la-Riviere beads to signs at Bernifal, France,




Comparison of Germain-la-Riviere bead signs to signs at Gabillou, France,
13-17 kya







